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Literary Analysis of One Ordinary Day, with Peanuts
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The story “one ordinary day, with peanuts” is all about the daily routine of Mr. Johnson. Despite the fact that Mr. Johnson does not use the same route to the city every day, he usually plays the role of a Good Samaritan now and then. The story “one ordinary day, with peanuts” particularly takes place in the New York City in the 1950s era where Mr. Johnson helps everybody that he comes across (Gale, A Study Guide for Shirley Jackson's" One Ordinary Day, with Peanuts). For example, he comes across a mother who is loading up her things to go away and takes the sight of her child. Also, Mr. Johnson helps a homeless man by giving him a tip and also enough money to cater for his meals. The other scenario where Mr. Johnson helps is when he brings together a man and woman and pays for them a vacation in the Coney Island (Jackson, 8). In spite of Mr. Johnson charity works, Mr. Johnson’s wife tends to alter his ego by disrupting and griping people's days. Thus, a question arises whether what Mr. Johnson is saying is true and this leaves the reader wondering what would happen next. However, as the story progress, it gives some clue that Mr. Johnson is not a good person as he turns to be rude and mean the next day. The literary analysis will be based on the major themes illustrated in the short story “one ordinary day, with peanuts” which are the theme of the interplay of good and evil and hypocrisy.  
The Theme of Interplay of Good and Evil
The theme of the interplay between good and evil is evident from the story "one ordinary day with peanuts." For example, when the young lady was trying to pat a kitten and Mr. Johnson requested for a short conversation, but she refuses. The lady claims that what she earns is not equivalent to the cost to be incurred when she gets late for work. However, Mr. Johnson replies by saying that "I'll pay for it”. To Mr. Johnson these were magic words, not necessarily because they were true or because the lady seriously expected Mr. Johnson to pay for anything, but because “Mr. Johnson's flat statement was obviously innocent of irony that could only come from a responsible, truthful and respectable man” (Jackson, 5). Thus, from how Mr. Johnson present himself, one can entirely say that he is tiresomely good. Also, the interplay of good and evil through the four characters in the play namely Mr. Hyde, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. and Mrs. Johnson puts things clear since the four are seen altering one ego and also changing their personalities on occasions. 
Through Jackson comments that Mr. Johnson "does not always like to follow the same route in the morning but prefers to follow his eventful ways, not like a man on business but like a puppy" demonstrates the theme of an interplay of good and evil (Jackson, 1). On the other hand, it is more likely that the woman Mr. Johnson helps to go and start a life with Grandpa may have likely been doing so because of legal separation or divorce. Nevertheless, although the information concerning the woman's situation and how Mr. Johnson behavior of changing routes is not presented overtly, this brings some aspect of an interplay of good and evil 42).
Another illustration of the theme of interplay of good and evil is brought forth by Mr. Johnson efforts to bring together both Arthur Adams and Mildred Kent and keeping them away from their jobs. The theme of interplay of good and evil is illustrated when Mr. Johnson takes several bills from his wallet and hands them to Arthur and Mildred suggesting for them to visit the Coney Island although him personally is not fond of the place which portrays him as a good person (Jackson, 8). This scenario appears to like playing God but all in all Mr. Johnson likes playing God. Again, from the story, it is evident that most of the solutions Mr. Johnson gives to some of the problems is through giving out material possession. However, he does not give out himself even when he watches a child for its mother commenting that "perhaps I can keep an eye on your little boy for you?” (Joshi, 40). Therefore, what Mr. Johnson does is by making his conclusions about his contributions to give solutions to the problems by imposing them. 
The Theme of Hypocrisy
Another theme that is evident from the short story "one ordinary day with peanuts" is the theme of hypocrisy. The theme of hypocrisy is clarified by Mr. Jackson comments that Mr. Johnson flat statement, which is obviously innocent of irony, could not be coming from him but could only come from a responsible, truthful and respectable man (Jackson, 5). For that reason, Mr. Johnson may be an excellent man, but somehow he is hypocritical. This call for the attention of the reader to keep a note on the peculiar behavior of Mr. Johnson through the entire story.
Another illustration of the theme of hypocrisy as exhibited in the short story “one ordinary day with peanuts” is that although one can make material donations to those in need and the society appreciates the act, it is all in vain unless you have an emotional connection with the people in need. One of the examples that Mr. Johnson helped people not because it came from his heart, but simply coming from his hypocritical behavior per say, is when he gives a boy peanuts. In addition, Mr. Johnson hypocrisy is illustrated by the author's statement that “Mr. Johnson took out a handful of peanuts from his pocket and sat on the steps with the boy who at first refused the peanuts on the grounds that his mother did not allow him to accept food from strangers” but later “they sat on the steps cracking peanuts in a comradely fashion” (Jackson, 2). Secondly, when Mr. Johnson pays for a date for both Arthur and Mildred and tips the waiter with “largely” amount of money shows his hypocritical actions of helping people. 
Information from Gale’s book A Study Guide for Shirley Jackson's" One Ordinary Day, with Peanuts, other examples illustrating how Mr. Johnson helped people hypocritically include offering the waiting strangers his taxi, giving away all his peanuts and offering the cab driver money to bet on a horse race. Consequently, giving away all his peanuts to the boy whose together with his mother are heading to the Grandpa’s place tends to show that he is an “excellent person” which is somehow ironical. All the above actions may confuse someone that Mr. Johnson is doing this from his heart but that is not the case. Therefore, one can conclude that Mr. Johnson does this for recognition as a right person and yet he is not a good person.
Conclusion
The themes of interplay of good and evil and hypocrisy are exhibited in the short story "one ordinary day, with peanuts” which helps to literary analyze the story fully. Consequently, Mr. Johnson being the main character in the story gives an explicit elaboration of how people in the contemporary society behave for their presence. However, it is clear that hypocritical behavior does not last as the next day Mr. Johnson changes to a mean and rude man. The main lesson learned from the story is that our compassionate actions should come straight from the heart as it makes no impact when we help people only to show off. In addition, all the ‘empathy actions' of Mr. Johnson teaches the reader that hypocrisy is a vice and should be eliminated from the society for the better. 
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